Abstract The purpose of this paper was to investigate student nurses' perception of the impact of using information technology (IT) on the quality of teaching and learning of critical care nursing. This study was carried out at Faculty of Nursing, Mansoura University, Egypt. The sample included 163 of fourth year Bachelor of Nursing students enrolled in critical care nursing course (CCNC) during the academic year 2007-2008. Data were collected using a questionnaire sheet which gathered information about student nurses' IT skills and use, perception of the access to and use of IT at Faculty of Nursing, perception of the impact of using IT on teaching and perception of the impact of using IT on learning critical care nursing (CCN). Data were analyzed using the Statistical Package for Social Sciences version 9.0 for windows. The findings indicate that student nurses had positive perception of the impact of using IT on the quality of teaching and learning CCN. Students wanted access to IT at the Faculty and expressed their need for more training on using the Internet and Microsoft PowerPoint, and for IT resources in classrooms.
INTRODUCTION
The current revolution in technology plays a major role in recent transformation of nursing education.
IT raised the expectations of both students and teachers. Chalk and blackboard are no longer enough for nursing students'
education. The traditional approach of education, which assumes that the teacher is the sole source of knowledge and deposits it into passive students, is no longer accepted. 1 The Oxford Dictionary of Technology is seen as a catalyst for teaching and learning, and a driving force of shifting towards a more eclectic set of learning activities. 3 It affects the way teachers teach and students learn. 4 IT creates new ways of thinking, learning and solving problems for students. 5 It allows students to be more independent and responsible learners, and more interactive in communication with their colleagues. 6 It also encourages teachers to develop their skills and use a variety of teaching styles.
Hence, IT is rapidly becoming an integral part of nursing education.
The literature highlighted the need for integrating IT into nursing education. 7, 8 In fact, IT has been extensively used in nursing education in the United States of America and Europe. 7, 9, 10, 11, 12 
Aim
The main aim of this study was to investigate student nurses' perception of the impact of using IT on the quality of teaching and learning of critical care
nursing.
Material and Methods

Study design
The study had a cross sectional descriptive design.
Setting
This study was carried out at Faculty of Nursing, Mansoura University, Egypt. The 
The study tool
The research instrument used in this study was a questionnaire developed from relevant literature. 5 refers to "strongly agree", 4 refers to "agree", 3 for "uncertain", 2 for "disagree"
and 1 refers to "strongly disagree". For these three sections, students were asked to indicate the degree to which they agree or disagree with the proposed statements by checking one of five alternatives ranging from strongly disagree to strongly agree.
At the end of the questionnaire sheet, there was a free space for participants' free comments concerning the use of IT in teaching and learning CCNC. 
Data analysis
Data were analyzed using the Statistical The results showed a positive correlation between students' years of IT experience, and their perception of the impact of IT on the process of teaching and learning (Table 5) . Moreover, students' IT skills had a positive significant correlation with students' perception of the impact of IT on enhancing teaching, exchanging ideas and information with colleagues, preparing and presenting assignments, creativity in preparing assignments and enhancing students' confidence when presenting their work (Table 6 ).
DISCUSSION
The results of this study revealed that using IT in classroom has a positive impact on the quality of teaching and learning from student nurses' perspectives. The results showed the benefits of using IT from student nurses' perspective. perceptions and attitude towards computer technology and Internet in education. 6, 33, 34, 35, 36 In Turkey, Sagin Simsek (2008) found that students were satisfied with the Therefore, the Faculty must invest more money in increasing IT resources and developing teachers' as well as students' computer skills.
RECOMMENDATIONS
1. There is a need to improve IT resources at Faculty of Nursing to meet students' needs.
2. There is a need for more integration of IT in teaching and learning.
3. More attention must be given to computer courses aims, content and the practical applications. 
Limitations of the study
This study used a self report questionnaire which is a strong tool for providing insight on individuals' perception, attitude, feelings and other information that can not easily be observed (Talbot, 1995) . However, this method may limit participants' responses into specific choices, and may not give an opportunity to determine why people perceive things in a certain way. 
